Overstock.com Helps Americans Support Our Friends in Iraq
October 3, 2003
SALT LAKE CITY, Oct 3, 2003 /PRNewswire-FirstCall via COMTEX/ -Overstock.com(R) (Nasdaq: OSTK) today announced its "Support Our Friends in Iraq" program. Consumers can buy products that Overstock.com will ship to "Chief Wiggles," a United States serviceman stationed in Iraq, for distribution to needy Iraqi children (in the case of toys and children's winter clothing), and American service men and women needing a taste of home. Overstock.com will ship the goods for free and is starting this program with a $20,000 shipment.
"Chief Wiggles" is a nom de guerre alluding to Lt. Gail Halvorsen, a U.S. Air Force pilot during the Berlin Airlift in 1948, who dropped candy bars to children as he approached to land. He became known to Berlin children as "Uncle Wiggly Wings" and "Der Schokoladen Flieger" (the Chocolate Flyer). The current Chief Wiggles is an Army intelligence officer serving in Iraq who maintains a Web log, or blog, at, http://chiefwiggles.blog-city.com . His blog has described a need for toys to give
Iraqi children, to help improve their lives and show them that the U.S. is not only about guns and tanks.
Overstock.com CEO Patrick Byrne said, "A few weeks ago an airman stationed in Afghanistan wrote me describing the bleak living conditions for U.S. service personnel serving there, asking if we could send anything that would improve their quality of life. We wrote back, suggesting he poll his colleagues and place a $50,000 order 'on the house.' They did: oddly, the order was for 100 portable DVD players and three copies each of every action movie I'd ever seen."
Byrne continued, "Then last weekend my cousin, Jim Byrne, let me know about Chief Wiggles, pointing out that it appeared people at home wanted to assist Wiggles but were having trouble with the logistics. I contacted Chief Wiggles and he agreed to act as an intermediary, not just for toys for Iraqi children, but for any other products that people in the U.S. eager to support our men and women in Iraq, may wish to send."
Byrne said, "We realize that many American people are eager to do something to help Iraqi children and our own troops. This is an easy way for Americans to get online, click, and let us do the work to make sure it gets to our men and women serving in Iraq and to the needy children there."
About Overstock.com
Overstock.com, Inc. is an online "closeout" retailer offering discount, brand-name merchandise for sale over the Internet. The company offers its customers an opportunity to shop for bargains conveniently, while offering its suppliers an alternative inventory liquidation distribution channel. Overstock.com is a publicly traded company listed on the NASDAQ National Market System, headquartered in Salt Lake City, and can be found online at www.overstock.com .
Overstock.com is a trademark of Overstock.com, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective companies.
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